
By DARRELL BOONE

WHEN Central Indiana Ethanol 
added a new step in corn pro-
cessing recently, it did more 

than produce a new coproduct. The 
coproduct is corn oil ready to be used 
to make biodiesel. With some adjust-
ments, it could also become the feed-
stock for producing food-grade corn 
oil. But adding the step also changed 
the nutrient content of distillers grains, 
the byproduct used by livestock pro-
ducers. Whether that’s a plus or minus 
depends on what type of animals you’re 
feeding.

Duane Kriener handles CIE’s distillers 
grains account for Land O’Lakes, re-
moving corn oil from the coproduct. He 
says removing the corn oil bumps pro-
tein content from roughly 26% to 27.5%, 
while dropping fat from the 10% to 11% 
range down to the 6.5% to 7% range. 

One early problem with feeding 
distillers grains is that the coproduct 
hasn’t always been consistent in nutri-
tional value, even when produced at the 
same plant over time. There are two dis-
tillers grains products available to live-
stock producers from various plants: 
wet distillers grains and dried distillers 
grains. CIE makes an effort to produce 
a quality, consistent, dried distillers 
grains product, called DDG.

Is more protein and less fat in the feed-
stuff a good thing? “Depending on what 
type of livestock you’re feeding, that 

Process alters distillers grains’ feed value
Key Points
■ Extracting corn oil in ethanol production 

ups protein content of distillers grains.
■ Same process lowers energy content of 

the coproduct.
■ Revised rations depends on species and 

ingredient prices.

GOLDEN GLOW: Jeff Knutson, plant manager of Central Indiana Ethanol, displays 
his company’s dried distillers grains product made after corn oil was extracted.

can be either good or bad,” according 
to Kriener. “Also, it’s really a function 
of the overall protein and fat markets 
at the time.” That comment relates to 
economics and whether the change aids 
producers seeking least-cost rations.

Kriener also indicates that removing 
some of the fat could pose something of 
a mixed bag for hog producers. On one 
hand, it can improve some of the backfat 
issues associated with feeding higher 
levels of distillers grains. This phenom-
enon is sometimes referred to as the 
“soft bacon” issue. On the other hand, 
by taking some fat out, a portion of the 
energy is also removed. 

Satisfy animal needs
“Hogs and chickens tend to be very 
energy-intensive in their diets,” notes 
Kriener. “So it depends upon what the 
driver of the individual producer is at 
the moment. Plus, all these markets are 
interrelated. It really boils down to the 
mix of pricing.”

For the most part, removing the oil 
from corn has been price-neutral to this 

point, he adds, although the distillers 
grains may command a slight price pre-
mium in a strong distillers grains market. 
Kriener adds that the reduced-oil dis-
tillers grains have an improved fl ow-
ability. However, being drier, they tend 
to be a little dustier. Dust can become an 
important consideration in confi nement 
hog and poultry operations. 

At the same time, these changes to 
distillers grains resulting from the corn 
oil extraction step don’t appear to have 
impacted fl avor or desirability of the 
feed ingredient.

“Thus far we’ve received no feedback 
from producers about changes in palat-
ability,” Kriener concludes.

Boone writes from Wabash.
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